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Huilong Bridge at Lingyin Temple
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Baile Bridge
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Huanbi Bridge
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Xiling Bridge
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Jingxing Ancient Bridge
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Tongli Ancient Bridge
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Broken Bridge
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Jindai Bridge
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Shuangtou Bridge
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Jingxing Bridge is the fifth bridge on Yanggong
Causeway from north to south and the only existing an—
cient bridge built on Yanggong Causeway by Yang
Mengying, the prefect of Hangzhou in the Ming Dynasty.
According to “Notes of Travel to West Lake”, “The fifth
bridge commands a peak on the west and is the former
site of Sanxian Temple. Jingxing, literally meaning con—
scientious act, was named after a poetic line in  “Book of
Songs”, “look upon the noble virtue as if upon a mountain

with awe, follow the conscientious act as if a thoroughfare

First built before the Mid —Qing Dynasty, Tongli
Ancient Bridge is a single—span stone arch bridge with a
length of about 14.5m. It connects to the pilgrimage path
that leads to temples in Tianzhu via Maojiabu. In the
ancient time, many pilgrims used to take boat from
Hubin, pass by the ancient Tongli Bridge and go ashore at
Maojiabu, then walk to Tianzhu. Some pilgrims took the
Pilgrimage Path and passed by the Tongli Ancient Bridge
to temples in Tianzhu to offer incense. After the
comprehensive renovation of west section of the West

Lake in 2003, the vast waters of Maojiabu was restored,

Located on the northeast end of Bai Causeway, the
Broken Bridge is a single—span stone arch bridge with a
length of 8.8m and a width of 8.6m. It has been the most
famous of all bridges of various sizes over the West Lake
in history. The bridge was first built before the Tang
Dynasty. It was referred to in the poetic line “the broken
bridge is bleak with mosses running wild” in “Inscription
on Isolated Hill Temple in Hangzhou” by Zhang You, a
poet of the Tang Dynasty. On the north side of the Broken
Bridge, there is a waterside pavilion titled “Among Cloud,

Water and Light” and a tablet with inscription of

Located in the west of Bai Causeway, Jindai Bridge,
once named Hanbi Bridge, was already in existence in the
Song Dynasty; In the Ming Dynasty, Sun Long renovated
Bai Causeway and built a timberwork bridge on the
former site of Hanbi Bridge and renamed it Jindai Bridge.
In the Kangxi reign of the Qing Dynasty, it was rebuilt
into a stone arch bridge. Jindai Bridge is an excellent
viewing point on the Bai Causeway and is known as “An
Ideal Site for Admiring Lake and Mountains”. Standing
on the bridge, you may overlook the lush trees and

elegant pavilions on the Isolated Hill and the scenic site

Shuangtou Bridge is also known as Long Bridge. In
the Song Dynasty, the Long Bridge was spectacular with
pavilions on the both ends and spanned across the West
Lake for as long as about a half kilometer. Legend has it
that during Chunxi reign of the Song Dynasty, a scholar
surnamed Wang and a lady named Tao Shi’er from
Qiantang (present Hangzhou) both plunged into the water
to commit suicide from the bridge in a moon -lit night,
hence the name Shuangtou Bridge (bridge where the
couple plunged into the water). Later, the bridge was
shorten to a length of several Zhang as a result of the land

filling, but the name “Long Bridge” remained. There is

with earnest. It connects to Mailing Road on the west.”
After renovation, Jingxing Bridge maintained the arch
ring and the remnant rock blocks of the stone bridge of
the Ming Dynasty and the original historical remains in
the surrounding areas. With an antique style and intact
cultural elements, Jingxing Ancient Bridge is a successful

case of cultural relic preservation.

the ancient riverway was cleared, the ancient Tongli
Bridge was renovated and consolidated while the original
rock blocks, the section —by —section longitudinally and
parallel masonry of the ancient bridge as well as the
dozens of towering firs were preserved. Now, Ancient
Tongli Bridge has become a scenic spot for displaying
ancient path culture and history and the traditional folk

culture.

“Lingering Snow on the Broken Bridge”. As one of the
top 10 scenic spots of West Lake, “Lingering Snow on the
Broken Bridge” is a fantastic place for admiring snow
scene of the West Lake in winter. In June, Broken Bridge
takes on a different look and is particular for the blooming
lotus flowers and luxuriant lotus leaves on one side. “The
Legend of White Snake” also contributed to the
reputation of Broken Bridge, as many important plots of

the hero and heroines of the story took place here.

of “Moon over the Peaceful Lake in Autumn” nearby, and
the verdant mountains and shimmering ripples in the
distance. Xu Chengzu, a poet in the Qing Dynasty, ever
wrote a poem tiled “Fisherman’s Song on West Lake” to
extol the Jindai Bridge, “Upon the glittering rippling and
looming mountains, the belt—shaped bridge is coming in
sight. Maybe I was a fisherman in my previous life, that’s
explain why I can boat around the West Lake with two

”
oars.

another romantic story about the Long Bridge. According
to the legend, Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai bade
farewell to each other on the Long Bridge. They went to
and fro on the bridge for about 8 kilometers before
departure due to their strong attachment to each other.
“While Long Bridge is not so long, their love was long
and enduring”. Their love story had spread down through
the ages. In 2002, Shuangtou Bridge was rebuilt with
Xiying Pavilion on it and has become the most popular

scenic spot of West Lake.
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Located on the northwest end of Gushan Road,
Xiling Bridge is a single —span stone arch bridge
across the West Lake. Before the Song Dynasty,
there was a ferry here with plying boats between the
two places. This place was the site of Xicun Village,
also known as Xiling. Later, a bridge was built at the
ferry, known as Xilin Bridge or Xiling Bridge. Zhang
Yu, a poet of Yuan Dynasty, ever wrote the poetic
line “Whence coming the faint melody of the fishing
lute, I suspect it’s from the first bridge of Xiling.”
In the Southern Qi Dynasty during the Six Dynasties
period, Xiling Bridge was famous due to the wide
known love story of Su Xiaoxiao, a geisha lived near
the bridge, and Luan Yu. After her death, Su
Xiaoxiao was buried at the north end of Xiling

Bridge, not far from the tomb of Wu Song.
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Rainbow-cross Bridge
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Rainbow—cross Bridge, one of the six bridges of
Su Causeway, is located at the very north end of Su
Causeway. With its south end at the piedmont of
Nanping Mountain and the north at the Rosy Cloud
Hill, Su Causeway was built when Su Dongpo, the
famous poet of the Northern Song Dynasty, held office
as the magistrate of Hangzhou. Up to two hundred
thousand labours were convened to dredge the West
Lake, weeding, desilting and then completing the
construction of the long causeway stretching over the
lake with six stone arch bridges among which
Rainbow —cross Bridge lies in the north end. Su
Causeway lies hamouniously with the waves of the
West Lake and connects the mountains on both the
south and the north bank, adding more charming
landscape. Rainbow —cross Bridge is the longest
among the six bridges, and meanwhile owns the
largest single span. The grand sight of the bridge
shows its elegance with classic simplicity and is of
tremendous momentum. An overlook on the bridge
after the rain brings you a wonderland-like view in
which the lake merges with the mountain and the

clouds melt into the mists.
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Going westward from Beishan Street and
crossing Su Causeway, you’ll come to the north
entrance of Yanggong Causeway. Starting from the
north end of Yanggong Causeway, the first bridge
you’ll encounter is Huanbi Bridge. According to
“Notes of Travel to West Lake”, Yanggong Causeway
is located on the west bank of the Inner Lake. Yang
Mengying, the prefect of Hangzhou in the Ming
Dynasty, had the causeway and the six bridges
(known as six bridges over Inner Lake) on it built after
dredging the West Lake. In 1947, the former
Yanggong Causeway was rebuilt into Xishan Road. In
2003, Yanggong Causeway and the six bridges were
restored in the Project for Comprehensive
Conservation of West Section of the West Lake in
2003. Standing on Huanbi Bridge, you can admire the
winding branching streams within Jinsha Port and the
looming tavern banners in the west, and appreciate
the beautiful scenery of Quyuan Garden and five

continuous bridges across the misty waters in the east.
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Located in the middle section of Jinsha
Causeway, Yudai Bridge connects Jinsha Causeway
with Su Causeway. Jinsha Causeway was built in the
Southern Song Dynasty. In the 9th year of
Yongzheng reign in the Qing Dynasty, Li Wei, the
governor of Hangzhou, had the Jinsha Causeway
rebuilt with Yudai Bridge on it for the passage of the
boats between the Yuehu Lake and West Inner
Lake. The bridge has three spans for discharging
water and is like a belt in shape, hence the name
Yudai (Jade Belt). There is a graceful light pavilion
with black tiles and red columns on the bridge,
which formed one of the top 18 scenic spots of the
West Lake in the Qing Dynasty. In summer, when
lotus flowers are in bloom, Yudai Bridge poses an
elegant sight over the calm glittering rippling with
graceful pink lotus flowers and round green leaves
on the foreground and the looming livid mountains

on the background.
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Huilong Bridge at Lingyin is located to the west
of Hejian Bridge, to the northwest of Ligong Pagoda
and spans across Lengquan River. It was first built
in Wuyue State Period as stone arch bridge.
According to  “Records of Lingyin Temple”, “there
was a Qingrao Bridge in Wuyue State Period.”
Huilong Bridge rebuilt in 1933 was a flat reinforced
concrete bridge with a length of 7.5m and a width of
7.4m. There was a pavilion named “Chuncong
Pavilion” on the bridge. Chuncong Pavilion was
originally a timber structured pavilion built on
Hejian Bridge. In the 8th year of Qianlong period in
the Qing Dynasty (1745), Yiguo, the abbot of
Lingyin temple at the time, had the pavilion rebuilt
on the Huilong Bridge. Chuncong, literally meaning
gurgling spring water, was named after a poetic line
“The landscape is full of fantastic legends, a
spiritual vulture is standing on the gurgling spring
water of two streams; the universe keeps its balance
without gain or loss, the hundred hectare of West
Lake originates from the ten —mile stream.” by Su

Dongpo, a poet in the Northern Song Dynasty.
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Jihong Bridge at Yuhuwan
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Located on the north side of Yuhuwan Water
Area in Santaishan Scenic Area on the west of the
West Lake, Jihong Bridge is opposite Zijiu Cottage,
Memorial Archway of No.1 Candidate of Martial Art,
Huangmi Tower and other cultural relics across the
water. Jihong Bridge comprises of Jihong Bridge,
Jihong Pavilion and Feihong Corridor. The waterside
pavilion and the covered bridge, with white wall and
black tiles, stretch and wind on the vast water, as
spectacular as a rainbow after rain. Wandering on
the bridge, you’ll be impressed by the elegant
pavilions, luxuriant flowers and trees on the both
sides, surrounding mountains and lake. It is an
appealing sight that fully displays the rustic charm,
elegance and leisure delights of West Lake.
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Located adjacent to Lingyin Temple at the
entrance to Baileqiao Village on the Southern
Foothill of the North Peak, Baile Bridge is a single—
span stone arch bridge across the clear and gurgling
Jinsha Ravine. The Lengquan River in front of
Lingyin Temple at the foot of the Flying Peak flows
through the Hejian Bridge, runs down the mountain
and then flows through Baile Bridge. The bridge,
formerly named Wanfo Bridge after the Wanfo
Temple that adjoins the bridge, was later renamed
Baile Bridge after Bai Juyi, also named Letian, a
famous poet of Tang Dynasty. Fang Lingru, a famous
“crescent school” poetess, and Mr. Ba Jin, a famous
writer in contemporary China ever lived near Baile
Bridge. When Fang Lingru died of disease in 1976,
Ba Jin wrote an article titled “In Memory of Ms.
Fang Lingru”, in which he specially mentioned of
Baile Bridge.
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Jiuqu Bridge in the Islet with

“Three Pools Mirroring the Moon”
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Islet with “Three Pools Mirroring the Moon”,
also known as Lesser Yinzhou Islet, has a south —
northward zigzag bridge and an east—westward earth
embankment crisscrossed in the shape of a cross on
the islet. Going in the direction of south from the
northern part of Lesser Yinzhou Islet, you’ll arrive at
Xianxian Temple and will come across the Jiuqu
Bridge upon going out of the temple. The bridge,
spanning across the islet from south to north, has a
total of nine turns, three circular corridors and thirty
bends that command different views, inviting you to
go on to seek for more fantastic sights. There are two
pavilions, a triangle—shaped “Kaiwang Pavilion” and
a “Tingting Pavilion”, on the bridge, and nine lion—
shaped rocks arranged in water. Featuring islet—in—
lake and lake —in—islet layout and being distinctive
for the fantastic water scenery, Lesser Yinzhou Islet

is a classic on —water garden of Jiangnan style in

China.



